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Commander’s Report
By Doug Garnett

It is my honor to hold the position of Commandardar
camp and as Commander | feel everyone in our Camp,
Brigade, and our Division and the entire Sons afif€derate
Veterans owe our™Brigade officers, Commander Gary
Bray, F'Lt. Joe White and™ Lt. Franko Askren a big
THANK YOU. For the work performed on behalf of Caijpt
McLemore, 28 Texas Cavalry. On page 5 starts an abridg
article on the Saga of Captain McLemore’s Lost Tetobe.

GONE BUT NOT
_ FORGOTTEN )

It is not often we get to say thanks to the officef our &'
Brigade. They perform their work behind the scemgshere
is the report and photos recording one of thekgas
On behalf of Captain Bob Lee Camp SCV 2198,
Thank you gentlemen.

Lee’s Dispatch is the official newsletter for thenS of Confederate
Veterans Captain Bob Lee Camp 2198 and is intefatatie sole
purpose of keeping the camp members and frientteeafamp
informed to the activities and news of Camp 2198tements in
this newsletter are those of the author and mayefletct the
opinions of the Captain Bob Lee Camp, editor orNlagional Sons
of Confederate Veterans. Within articles or quetagten by
outside authors mistakes in spelling, grammar otesee structure
are strictly those of the author and have beeratefs.

NOTICE
COMING EVENTS

— S

May 18-20Battle of Temple Junction
X http://www.scvtemple.com/index.php?option=com_cohte

R task=view&id=27&Itemid=1

May 19" Goodman MuseurAnnual Heritage Day Tyler,
Texas http://www.cityoftyler.org/Default.aspx?tabid=203

These were the only events | could find for thequkr
between May 15 and June 15.

Bonham Heritage Day
A report

On Firday May 4, several of the camp came together to
setup tents, shade flies, and displays at ForidimglWe
were visited by 150, fourth grade students. Thdestts
toured the inside of the fort, the cabins, saw eixar
infantry and received demonstrations on loadingfaethg
of a musket. They also got to see and hear aldabivar
medicine.

Reenactors began arriving Friday afternoon to gigete in
the Heritage day celebrations scheduled on Saturday
late night storm blew in. Shortly before the starrived
those camping at the fort moved inside the chuifthe
church and office had been left unlocked incaseeeted
to get out of the weather. The church held evesyon

Saturday was a beautiful day with around 35 reemsc?
ladies in period dress, along with the volunteessfthe

fort were on hand for the public at the fort andvdtown

for the gunfights.

The only draw back was the heat. We had around 100
visitors at the fort. Between the fort and dowmntome
gathered 19 names of people interested in joiniig.
already have one completed application with sujpgrt
documentation. Photos will be in next months issiue
Lee’s Dispatch.




Civil war Tintypes
By
James Neel

This shows my collection containing all three typésased
images; the Daguerreotypes are the very reflectnes near
the center.

Using a highly polished silver-coated metal plétey were
VERY fragile and relatively difficult to see, evantheir
cases, due to the mirror-like finish and were galher
replaced by the glass Ambrotypes by 1850. Thelftagif
both required they be placed in the decorativestse
protect them, but by 1860 a NEW process had apgehag
returned to the idea of again using metal platefmigea
more durable chemical compourna)lodian applied in a
thick wash. These were known at firstrasrotypes(ferro =
"iron" indicating a metal plate) but became besiwn as
Tintypes More durable than either of their predecessors,
they did not require the case but were often psiti?none
anyway to increase their customer appeal. (Andfeeb
higher price!) From a technical or artistic stanidpthey
were considered inferior but their lower cost drove
ambrotypes from the market by the end of the Ghalr.
Though the process remained popular and availatile u
well into the Twentieth Century, we will be lookiag those
from the earlier period; around the Civil War wttbay
became one of the standard forms of photographe twad
commemorate one's military service.

As I've stated before, one thing I like about perio
photographs is that they show actual items of umfand
equipment as worn and used and which often comtiadur
stereotypical views. During the war there wereva fe
“classic" regulation uniform types: tfieck coat a tailored
nine-button coat with a long skirt often reachionghe
knees; thesack coabr fatigue jacketa loose-fitting four-
button garment the length of a modern suit coat;tae
shell jacketa sort of frock minus the skirt. (These can all b
seen in my collection aEDV's) Here are a couple of
tintypes I've posted before that show the regutatio
garments:

Corporal David C. Yakey

The first shows Corporal David C. Yakey (1830 - 8p6f
the 25th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment wearing a tatjpn
frock coat (and a VERY RARRV/hipple's Patent Cd] the
two "pards" are Union cavalrymen in shell jack&isice
tintypes only appeared immediately before the vesmyan
and had as yet to spread outside major urban asieas|ly
all of them depict Northern subjects, as here aidvia
There were many uniforms that varied from the ratioihs;
here are some occasionally encountered:

"pards"

These are both known aith-plates measuring about 2
3/4" X 3 1/8" outside their cases, because it vssible to
getsix of these from a single full-sized photographicsgla
or metal "plate". (But they copy best and oftenvgimidden
details when removed from the cases.) The firstBol
Soldier Boy is wearing what is known as a "New Y-stide
jacket", often seen on volunteers and militiamemfthat
state; note the distinctive shoulder straps.

He is armed with what appears to be an Enfielé ai well
as the small Colt-style revolver which may be a
photographer's prop. Removed from his case, theewhi
canvas backdrop shows well, indicating this mayehasen
taken outside in a military camp rather than in the
photographer's studio.

The unarmed second subject is uninteresting atuirsl
you take a closer look at his rather plain-lookiacket, with
its short stand-up collar and odd "hash mark" s&ipn the
lower sleeves. In late 1864 many Union 3-year anksts
had or were about to expire; in order to stimulate
reenlistments a NEW "elite" organization was crdate
Hancock's Veteran Volunteeite be commanded by
recuperating veteran Maj. Gen. Winfield Scott Haskcof
Gettysburg fame.




This short jacket with the "veteran's" stripes weulation
for them, helping also to date the time of thistipafar
photo! The carpet and ornate chair suggest this was
photographed inside a studio.

More problematic are photos such as these:

The first, a smalhinth-platemeasuring about 2" X 2 1/2", is
evidently a soldier judging from his military-styest with
its brass buttons, though largely hidden by a gatrseldom
seen in photos of this period: the bulky, ribbed kweater!
This image also demonstrates that even if oftenddoday
in cases, tintypes were frequently sold by thenesglv
though in a stamped-brass mat, this one was gluadgtece
of pink paper or cardstock and inserted into thetplalbum
of a Phoenix, Pennsylvania family.

The other, anothesixth-plate is presumably a Yankee
infantryman, possibly namé#filsonfrom the name written
in pencil inside the case - probably as identifaraby the
photographer. He illustrates how photographs westert
and sold at the time, often by itinerant photogeaph
traveling from one army camp to another. If "Wilsovas at
home on leave or prior to going to war he likelyulgbbe
better (or at least more fully) dressed; here edbably
stopped by the cameraman's tent or wagon spuresef-th
moment - the musket is probably "real" (not a prdyoix
may not be HIS, since he isn't wearing any accmeats.
Notice, too, evidence of work "in the field" fromet very
uneven way the plate has been snipped using tarshe
(This "flaw" is covered by the mat when in the ca8sth
these gentlemen display the tinting and gilding r@mn to
these photographs: the light blue wash on Wilspards and
the "gold" buttons on the other.

THE JEWISH CONTRIBUTION TO THE
CONFEDERACY
Marc Jordan Ben-Meir, PhD
Part-4

{PADUCAH} KY, December 29, 1862

Lincoln was contacted immediately. Below is onetsu
letter to the President requesting that GeneraéOxoh. 11
be withdrawn:

Hon. ABRAHAM LINCOLN
President of the United States:

General Orders, No.11, issued by General Grankir@®,
Miss., December the 17th, commands all post comsrand
to expel all Jews, without distinction, within twgfour
hours, from his entire department. The undersiggedd
and loyal citizens of the United States and reg&lehthis
town for many years, engaged in legitimate busiasss
merchants, feel greatly insulted and outraged sy th
inhuman order, the carrying out of which would be t
grossest violation of the Constitution and our téghs good
citizens under it, and would place us, besidesgelaumber
of other Jewish families of this town, as outlave$doe the
whole world. We respectfully ask your immediateation
to this enormous outrage on all law and humanity, gray
for your effectual and immediate interposition. Weuld
respectfully refer you to the post commander arst po
adjutant as to our loyalty, and to all respectaitieens of
this community as to our standing as citizens ardchants.
We respectfully ask for immediate instructions ¢odent to
the commander of this post.

Other instances of this widespread Yankee bigogy a
described in detail by Korn; by Robert Rosen, & hi
authoritative work "The Jewish Confederates"; apather
historians of the era. They recount how Jews irobi
occupied areas, such as New Orleans and Memphis, we
singled out by Union forces for vicious abuse and
vilification.

In New Orleans, the ruling general, Benjamin "Béast
Butler, harshly vilified Jews, and was quoted hleavish
newspaper as saying that he cowddck the blood of every
Jew, and ...will detain every Jew as long as he"can.
Associated Press reporter from the North wrote'thhe
Jews in New Orleans and all the South ought to be
exterminated. ..They run the blockade, and are gdia be
found at the bottom of every new villaihy.

Of Memphis, whose Mississippi River port was a eeof
illegal cotton trading, "The Chicago Tribune" refgatin
July, 1862, The Israelites have come down upon the city
like locusts...Every boat brings in a load of the kembnose
fraternity.”

Continued on page 4A




Continued from page 3B

Rosen writes at length about the blatant and wigespanti-
Semitism throughout the North, with even The Newkro
Times castigating the anti-war Democratic Partyhfaving
a chairman who was "the agent of foreign Jew banker
New Englanders were especially hateful, and ordirlga
abolitionist minister, Theodore Parker, called Jews
"lecherous," and said that their intellects wesadly
pinched in those narrow foreheads.”

LET THEM LEAD

According to journalist Thomas C. Mandes in hisésial to
the New York Times,:

| found this information, taken from an article Bgomas C.
Mandes, (5) to be the first time reference to Jepiing to
fight “as a people” against a common enemy. Saiyn
all cases of “civil war,” it was often brother agsi brother
and father against son.

RPN The term ‘Johnny Reb’ evokes an image of atevh
soldier, Anglo-Saxon, and Protestant and from aarén
background. Many Southern soldiers did not fis tmold.
According to Mandes and other researchers of the,tithe
largest ethnic group to serve the Confederacy, madie up
of first - second - and third generation Jews. Tddish
families, initially Sephardic and later Ashkenaziad
settled in the South generations before the waws had
lived in Charleston, S.C., since 1695. By 18086,l#rgest
Jewish community in America lived in Charleston,endn
the oldest synagogue in America, K.K. Beth Elohivas
founded. By 1861, a third of all the Jews in Amariived
in Louisiana.”

“More than 10,000 Jews fought for the Confederagy,
Rabbi Korn of Charleston related, (6) “nowhere d@tse
America - certainly not in the Antebellum NorthachJews
been accorded such an opportunity to be completeleqs
in the OId South. General Robert E. Lee allowedJeiwish
soldiers to observe all holy days, while Gens. sigsS.
Grant and William T. Sherman issued anti-Jewislersd

THE WARRIORS

This paper is not being presented to show how ndems
served and fought for the Confederacy as much as to
highlight the fact that many Jews, heretofore fodiein to
fight or join the military forces of their countof origin,
happily took up arms to fight as equal membergsHer
South. Rather then presenting just names of Jews wh
served, my task is to research and write ab@uirtén we
may not know of today; the everyday Jew who adatied
South as their country together with all that repreed.
Here are some of the officers, enlisted men, akasel
siblings that fought for their cause and, in alhtany cases,
fought against each other on the battle fields tather the
warriors, Jews fighting as Jewish Confederate Acaes
that take center stage.

| have gleaned a significant amount of pride wgtthis
section. As a Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Airde,
having come up through the ranks initially as astedi man,
| take pride in being able to ignore the rampati-an
Semitism that still prevails in the American arnfectes.
To those Jews, who stood straight and fought feir th
country, The Confederate South, thank you for thedg
name.

There is a great deal of information both on thé ae well
as in my personal library regarding Jewish officemd men
who gallantly served the Confederate cause. Ingithe
only a few. On the cover of his monumental workeTh
Jewish Confederates, Robert Rosen displays agirivigjor
Adolph Proskauer of the 19%labama. This print was
taken from a 1999 painting by Dan Nance of Chaz|d\iC.
Maj. Proskauer is pictured standing tall with aacig his
mouth on Culp’s Hill during the battle of GettysburThis
painting recreates the moment described in theryisf
the regiment by Capt. Robert Emory Park “our gallEw
Major smoked his cigars calmly and coolly in thigklest of
the fight (8)* His men reportedly were involvedfights
with other units because their commander was a Jew.
Proskauer’s reputation grew to such proportionsbse of
his bravery men eventually tried to transfer torkigiment.

Jewish Lieutenant Colonel James Madison SeiX&s, 5
Company, Washington Artillery was born in CharlestSC
in 1853. He moved to New Orleans and became a law
partner with Brig. General Adley Hogan Gladdenpas
native of South Carolina. Seixas enlisted as\eapgiin
then5thCompany, was promoted to First Lieutenant fo
gallantry in the field and then to captain (9).

There were no Jewish generals of the field in thetl$and
very few full colonels. One of the highest rankifeyish
Confederate officers of the line was Col. Leon Damvs
Marks. Marks was a lawyer in Shreveport beforeviae
He helped construct the defenses of Vicksburg whereas
mortally wounded (10).

Another high ranking Jewish Confederate was Colonel
Abraham Charles Myers. Myers was the great-gramd$o
the first rabbi of Beth Elohim. He graduated frtma U.S.
Military Academy (West Point) and became a caremya
officer serving with distinction in the Mexican WaFort
Myers, Florida was named in his honor. Col. Myers
eventually resigned his federal commission and csough
to join the Confederate cause. He eventually bediwe
Quarter Master General of the Confederate army. (11)

Next month the Conclusion

THE JEWISH CONTRIBUTION TO THE
CONFEDERACY




Saga of Captain McLemore’s Lost Tombstone
By 4" Brigade Commander Gary Bray
(Abridged)

On February 10, 2012 Brigade Commander Gary Bray
received a call from Texas Division Commander Gednv
Block stating that he had received word from natld#Q in
TN that someone in Mesquite, TX was selling a Cdefate
Veteran’'s tombstone on the night of February 11,220
Commander Block asked Commander Bray to contact the
auction house in Mesquite and try and recover the
tombstone. Moody and Wells Auction House agredétto
the SCV pick up the veteran’s stone. Brigade Condea
Bray and Brigade™ Lt. Commander Franko Askren met at
Moody/Wells auction house and recovered the stone.

%)

Commander Bray moved
the stone to his home and
started research on the
soldier John A McLemore
Captain 28 TX Cavalry.
Researched revealed that
the stone was ordered
from the VA in 1930 and
had never been set in 82
years.

Further research revealed that Captain McLemore was
buried in Oak Cliff Cemetery Dallas, TX and he fied in
1906. His grave had never been marked. This mavae
not stolen from the grave of the good Captain.sTharker
has never been placed on the grave in the past&@2.y We
visited the cemetery and found the Captain’s grave.

Captain McLemore’s son received the VA marker figr h
father in 1930. For unknown reasons the markerneasr
set. Captain McLemore’s son then passed away36.19

It is believed the reason the stone was not setlvea¥A
had not cut the birth or death dates of Captain éhetre
into the stone. Perhaps his son intended to hevddtes
added to the stone but did not get it done befereldath.
The story goes that the old stone at some timethvas/n
into a creek where it resided for many years. Nexteone
found the stone and pulled it from the creek armight it
home with them. Time went by and this owner alassed
away leaving the old stone laying in their yardm& went
by and this owner also passed away leaving thstolik
laying in their yard. This man’s widow asked thetion
company to come by her house and pick up itemsltas
auction. When the men arrived to pick up the itshns
asked them to take the old stone with them andtsefio
this is how the marker ended up at the auction éous

Captain McLemore’s stone before cleaning

The 4" Brigade had the stone cleaned and restored s that
could finally be set on Captain McLemore’s gravieia82
years. On February {2012, the stone was taken to
Gainesville, TX to be restored by Richard’s Monuinen
Company. In April the monument was finally restbfeee
of charge by the monument company. God bless them.

April 5" 2012 Captain
McLemore’s tombstone
was cleaned, polished and
inscribed with his birth
date, death date and the
statement “Gone but not
forgotten” at the bottom.
Brigade f'Lt
Commander Joe White
picked up the tombstone
Saturday morning.
Commander White
brought the tombstone to
Commander Bray’s house
where restoration was

finished by painting all of the lettering black.
Continued on page 6A




Continued from page 5B

4" Brigade Commander Bray paints the letter with Baig ' Lt
Commander Joe White assisting.

When the stone was finished it was taken to theeteim
and finally after 82 years the lost stone was gdter 106
years Captain McLemore now lies in a marked grave.

It is a shame this soldier had to lay in an unmaidgeave for
over a century. We are in the process of findivg t
Captain’s family and we will hold a memorial servifor
him this fall. More photos of the report are aahle on line
at http://www.captboblee.org

THE CONFEDERATE SPANISH MOSS SADDLE
BLANKET
By Ken R. Knopp
Copyright ©: 2001
This article originally published in the North SbuErader's Civil
War, Jan.-Feb., 1996.
Reprinted with permission

The most obscure items ever issued by the Confexlera
Ordnance Department was certainly the Spanish saxidle
blanket. Nearly every arsenal’s records featureregices to
this cavalry item, some of them quite prominenyist
saddle historians have long been baffled as toihavay
have looked and, more important, just how commos it?a

In reality, Spanish moss is neither Spanish noue noss,
nor is it a parasite to the host tree. As an epphydraws its
food and moisture directly from the air. Found coomty in
the deep south hanging from oak and cypress tif@iss,
beautiful yet gloomy plant has done much to ingpfreot
shape, the mystery and romance of Southern culture.
Academic application of its strong, waterproof, aesilient
inner fiber has made it an excellent industrialssitiste for
horsehair and even wool.

The use of Spanish moss in American culture goek &
least three centuries when immigrant Europeankngethe
coastal south used the green moss as a livestedk By
early 1718 a significant commercial moss industg h
appeared in the marketplace, curing and balingtben
moss’s black fiber end-product for use as a sultstfor the
more expensive horsehair. Its most common appdicatias
as a stuffing for mattresses, furniture, saddl¢-seds, and,
mixed with mud, to make mortar and bricks. Frequeat
war use as horse equipage included spinning ariditgeaor
weaving moss into bridles, cinches, reins, hordarsy and
saddle blankets.

The method of curing or "retting" Spanish moss,levhitle
changed in over two hundred years, is today al@ost
forgotten industry. In general, the process beljins
gathering the moss growing abundantly from thesteeed in
the swamps of the deep south. It is piled in heapssoaked
in water, then thoroughly wetted daily, and turned
occasionally for two to three months while it cuBacterial
action creates heat during this period, which seteeot
and loosen the green outer cortex. When judgedcgaritly
cured, the moss is hung over fences or racks toTdry
cured moss must then be separated from the chafksS
dust, and dead cortex is removed by hand by betting
moss with paddles, raking it over latticework, dimally
shaking it in the wind, leaving only the wiry, bkainner
fiber.

The resulting shiny, horsehair-like thread may hagen
further treated with tallow or other greases ansl toi help
maintain its resiliency before being baled, lik¢tan, for

shipment.
Continued on page 7A




Continued from page 7B

The final step of creating saddle blankets ouhefdured
moss involved twisting or spinning the moss fiberften
using a small wooden device called a "tarabi," sntord-
like thread and then hand-weaving them into blasket

The business of harvesting Spanish moss as a o#sh ¢
accelerated after the war with the use of ginpa®ed up the
commercial process. It peaked in the 1930s wherswas
used primarily as stuffing for automobile seateyddy
replacing, if not entirely obliterating, the hors@tbusiness.
By the 1950s it, too, was being replaced by foabbeu, and
by the 1980s the business of harvesting Spanisis s
almost completely vanished. Today it is making além
comeback serving as egg-laying beds at fish haehand
catfish farms.

Confederate use of Spanish moss saddle blanke&s lzeg
the very outset of the war when wool, felt, and snos
blankets then for sale commercially were quicklydat up
and put into service. As the Ordnance Bureau'snafse
system took shape, it became their responsibdifyrovide
saddle blankets for cavalry use. The relentlessatienfor
sleeping blankets, however, made the wool itemequit
scarce. The South, having few manufacturers ofdelsnof
any kind and at best a very volatile supply of waotned to
imports. This, however, failed to meet the Soutfémand.
It fell to the Bureau to develop a reliable domesturce of
saddle blankets. Spanish moss was already proves am
excellent substitute and readily available, sooussi
suppliers were contracted to provide moss and naatwrie
moss blankets. The old US arsenal at Mt. Vernoabaina,
which had been previously abandoned and dismahtid¢te
Confederates, was reopened by the Ordnance Buseau a
facility to gather and cure Spanish moss for satitiiekets
as well as timber for use in the making of saddies.

What did the Confederate moss saddle blanket i&eR [An
extensive year-long search of Confederate Ordnance
Department records, manufacturers, and over sextyié
museums, libraries, associations, and expertgdfaildocate
a specimen or even a satisfactory descriptiorexést
appearance remained largely speculative—until ticen
when a wartime trash pit unearthed in Nashvilleressee,
provided the only known samples of Spanish mosdlsad
blankets to have survived to the present.

Excavation for a mall in downtown Nashville locatbe
trash pit twenty-one feet below the surface whese i
chemical composition amazingly preserved in nemyiral
condition leather boots, brogans, saddle parts,
accoutrements, uniform cloth, and other civiliaadéral,
and Confederate military artifacts. Most of thefact
collectors and historians attracted to the sitenseeehave
preferred the more valuable items to the unknoems, but
fortunately Shane Miles of Strawberry Plains, Teasee,
decided to keep some of the less promising unifiedti
mud-covered relics.

Close-up of Spanish moss saddle blanket
section recently excavated in Nashville,
Tennessee. There were four different styles of
weaves in the four blanket portions recovered.
Photo, Steve Sylvia; courtesy Shane Miles.

I came upon Shane with some of these finds at last
December’s Nashville Civil War Show, and was able t
conclusively identify them as portions of Spanistss
saddle blankets. This one-of-a-kind discovery neswbimany
of the mysteries of the true appearance of the €tarate
Spanish moss saddle blanket.

Spanish moss mats similar to the one shown
above are believed to have been issued to
artillery. This is a turn-of-the-century,
civilian-made sample measuring
approximately 36" x 30". Image courtesy
Louisiana State University Rural Life Center.

End of Part one.

Ken R. Knopp most of his adult
life made his living in the world of
professional rodeo rising to the tg
of his field marketing and
producing some of the nation’s
largest and most successful
“indoor” PRCA rodeos and
televised PBR Bull Ridings. Over
the next several years Ken worke
several movie projects including
the ABC blockbuster Mini-Series
“North & South”; “The Alamo:
The Price of Freedom” - A State of Texas IMAX nevi
production (still shown at the Alamo); Another “merom
a book”, TV Mini-series about Custer at the Lit#a Horn
entitled, “Son of the Morning Star” and, the hugely
successful, Academy award winning movie “Glory”.
http://confederatesaddles.com/cswp
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