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Commander’s Report
By Doug Garnett

2014 has only three and a half months left. Ihsethese
past months have flown by. The program from out
September’s meeting brought up some a very goostigne
Is it The Right Thing — To Have “Another Look?” r.D
Richard Montgomery spoke to the camp about sontleof
myths of the War of Northern Aggression.

The first myth we discussed was “the war was olaresy”.
Of course we know it was not. Slavery only becanpart of
the war when Lincoln wanted to get reelected artingethe
votes from abolitionists became necessary to win.

The next myth Dr. Montgomery spoke about was, “dhby
north had men of color in their army”. Anotheradee
know to be wrong. Documents prove there were nmaose
blacks serving as combat soldiers than previotmiyght.
Many pension applications for blacks show alteratifrom
“soldier” to “cook” or “teamster”. The South notly had
men of color but their ranks were integrated whbeeNorth
was not. Besides blacks there were American Nawvigo
served along with many Hispanics. The southemyawras,
indeed, one of color.

It is easy to see, when reading the writings, WwigySCV is
an organization which is non racist. The SCV is an
organization which is based on patriotism, honat te
history of our ancestors who fought their homesyifi@s and
their rights. It was handed to us, the descersdairthose
men, to keep alive their memories and their howe are
not to allow them to be swept from the memory atdny.

Forward the flag stand against those who would itewine
history of the land stand against the 150 pluss/eér
propaganda.

Lee’s Dispatch is the official newsletter for thenS of Confederate
Veterans Captain Bob Lee Camp 2198 and is intefatetie sole
purpose of keeping the camp members and frientteeadamp
informed to the activities and news of Camp 2198tements in
this newsletter are those of the author and maysftetct the
opinions of the Captain Bob Lee Camp, editor athefNational
Sons of Confederate Veterans. Within articles artegiwritten by
outside authors mistakes in spelling, grammar otesee structure
are strictly those of the author and may be lefsas

NOTICE
COMING EVENTS

—

Sep 20 Sophia Porter grave dedication, N of PattshbioX
2 PM hosted by Sherman Camp

Sep 26-27 Gainesville “History Alive” Weekend FratSat
Gainesville Airport

Sep 27 West Hill Cemetery Comes Alive, Sherman fdiX
info Linda Turner 903-271-1165

Oct 11 Depot Days Gainesville, TX

Editor’s note: Our newsletter benefits every time our
article contributor James Neel takes a trip. Muddtis trips
involve some historical place. No exception waslaiest
visit to the Washington D. C. area. In this issgehave
one article on Jubal Early’s Raid on Washingtoiofeéd
by a multi part article.

Jubal Early's 1864 Raid on Washington, D. C.

By James Neel

Following the failure of Union Maj. Gen. Franz Sige
force to secure the Shenandoah Valley in the ogenin
moves of U.S. Grant's coordinated Overland Campaign
beginning in May, 1864, Sigel was replaced by \firgi
native Maj. Gen. David "Black Dave" Hunter.

Lt. Generall Jubal Early

Continued on page 2
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Hunter moved resolutely southward up the Valleyasining
the outnumbered Confederate defenders at Piedmdnt a
capturing and plundering Lexington and torchinggifira
Military Institute there before crossing the Bluelfe to
threaten the major supply and rail center at Lynicgb
Hunter had been aided in all this when, followingebs
defeat at New Market, most of the defenders ofadey
had been withdrawn to aid Robert E. Lee's armyideits
Richmond at Cold Harbor.

Belatedly recognizing the threat presented by Husmte his
relatively small army, Lee decided on a bold gantble
regain the lost territory. Returning the defenderder Maj.
Gen. John C. Breckinridge, Lee added to them alioost
third of his own army, the Second Corps commanded b
newly-promoted Lt. Gen. Jubal Early who was giveree
assignments: 1) Drive Hunter from the Valley, sewyits
harvests for the Confederacy; 2) Invade Marylarthareck
the Baltimore & Ohio ( B&O ) Railroad and Canal
supplying Washington, D. C., from the west; and B)
possible, capture the Federal capital, recentlykereed by
transfer of troops to replace Grant's losses irQtherland
Campaign.

It proved to be a surprisingly easy matter to réfahter,
who had grown overcautious and feared he, was agver
outnumbered once he discovered he was facing adodal
militia he thought, but Early's veterans. In trutie once-
powerful Second Corps had shrunk to a third ofiite just
the previous year at Gettysburg - only about 8,0@0 -
about the size of a full-strength division. Decglihat
"Discretion was the better part of ValgBlack Dave beat a
hasty retreat to the west which effectively remokied

from the scene of action for almost a month.

Attempting to fulfill Lee's instructions, Early ldds force
into the Shenandoah after Hunter, but soon turioethward
towards Harpers Ferry (above), now garrisoned &yall
force under the failed Franz Sigel. Rather thagnagt to
occupy the entire defensive position there, theawubered
Sigel pulled all his men into a small perimeter@amp Hill,
dominated by the large brick offices and residemres
occupied by officials of the Harpers Ferry Arseaiadl
Armory.

The Lockwood House, below, served several times as
headquarters during the periods of Union occupation

Not wishing to take the time necessary to invegel&
position and lacking the artillery necessary taéoa Union
surrender in the manner of Stonewall Jackson tvamsye
earlier, Early chose to instead bypass Harpersy el
cross the South Mountain range through the verggmathat
had witnessed severe struggles during the Antietam
Campaign in Sept., 1862.

Turner's, Fox's, and Crampton's Gaps again feltréae of
marching columns; below, the War Correspondents'
Memorial Arch at Crampton's.

Early's route to the Capital seemed open to hidl snmay

of now perhaps 12 - 15,000 men, as his three @iigin
divisions, led by Maj. Gen. John B. Gordon, MajnGe
Robert E. Rodes, and Brig. Gen. Stephen D. Ramaeue,
joined by the addition of Breckinridge's Divisichg
remnants of the force defeated at Piedmont, noveuBdg.
Gen. John C. Vaughn; and a couple of mixed cavalry
brigades under Bradley T. Johnson and John McQadisla
All was not as it seemed however, since a scrataefof
Federals was waiting for them south of Frederickyyand,
under department commander Maj. Gen. Lew Wallace w
had rushed them by rail from Baltimore in ordeptotect
the B&O rail junction near the Monocacy River.
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Wallace's small force of some 3,000 was swellethby
addition of Union reinforcements sent by Grant froear
Petersburg, the 3,000-man VI Corps division of M&zgn.
James B. Ricketts. With roughly half the force disged by
Early, Wallace decided to offer battle at MonocBespite
stiff resistance all through the afternoon of Jul\Wallace
was finally forced to retreat back in the directifn
Baltimore, once more leaving open to Early the vy
Washington.

As Early's small army approached the Federal dapita
commanders there were thrown into momentary panic a
they attempted to find enough troops to man théeteg
forts and batteries which ringed the town makingpissibly
the most heavily fortified place on earth. As haddme his
custom, Abraham Lincoln was residing with his famii
the so-called "Cottage" at the Soldiers' Home fear
Totten on the northern defense line. Respondirgeo
threat, Lincoln returned to the White House, bus waon
visiting nearby Fort Stevens, northernmost of thrésf
ringing Washington.

Early deployed the leading division of Robert Rodéxich
had largely sat out the fight at Monocacy, butahproach
march had been too strenuous and tiring in the ldedy and
dust and his division had been too greatly weakdayed
straggling to do more than skirmish with the Fetlera
defenders. The following day brought further evidethat
additional reinforcements from Maj. Gen. Horatioigtit's
VI Corps of Grant's army had arrived. Now it wasliEa
turn to withdraw, having accomplished another of hi
objectives: the weakening of Grant's force facieg L
outside Richmond and Petersburg.

Hunter finally completed his march to return to the
Maryland area and as senior officer there took camarof
the mixed forces assembled to confront Early'sathi@rant
finally tired of this thorn in his side and made thip to the
Frederick area where on August 5, 1864, he met with
Hunter, Wright, and other generals at the Thomassdo
(above) on the old Monocacy battlefield. Previoustyhad
requested from Lincoln that the four individual degments
and commands that had been affected by Earlysracke
combined into one in order to reply successfullfutoire
problems in the Valley and its environs. When Heeds
Hunter the present location of the Confederatesvaawitold
"I have no idea", Grant determined then to replaoewith
the 33-year-old Maj. Gen. Philip Sheridan, who wseast for
immediately and arrived the following day. Fromrihaight
be dated the end 8jubal's Raid and the beginning off
Sheridan's Valley Campaign of 1864.

Maj. Gen. David "Black Dave" Hunter.




The Defenses of Washington, D. C.
A multi part article
By James Neel

There were around 68 forts or battery instillatipnstecting
Washington D. C. during the war. The following mhplart
article will examine five of these forts and theital
defense weapons.

The instillations we will feature are, Forts Wagiton,
Foote, Ward, Marcy and Stevens.

At the beginning of the Civil War there was onlgiagle
fortification in place to protect the Federal cahifFort
Washington seen above, which had its origins inli$@8
Fort Warburton built on the same site on the Margllahore
of the Potomac across from George Washington'segsta
Mount Vernon. The British bypassed Warburton whezyt
captured the city in 1814, but the successful dsfari
Baltimore in the same campaign encouraged the
construction of this larger instillation.

The secession of Virginia and threatened secesdion
Maryland in 1861 plunged the Federal Governmentthad
administration of newly-elected President Abrahanttln
into a panic over the security of the capital, iss@tating the
creation of a defensive ring that eventually ineld®8 forts,
93 gun batteries, twenty miles of rifle pits, alihmected by
32 miles of military roads. These earthen worksensrected
in northern Virginia and Maryland as well as withime
District of Columbia, and many remain today asrgile
reminders of the times that spawned them.

This summer | had the opportunity to be in the doea
several days and devoted time to locating and pinaphing
several remaining examples. | purposely includelwe
maintained and interpreted forts as well as othkensewhat
off the beaten path. This sample is by no meangptaim- if
anyone would like to add other surviving examplaave
omitted to these, please feel free to do so.

Fort Washington

Although not really considered a part of the CiMar
defenses of Washington, Fort Washington continodakt
garrisoned and improved and remained in serviesaiious
capacities well into the Twentieth Century. Visitihere
also gives a better idea of the philosophy and ldpweent
of fortifications in the Nineteenth Century.

Fort Washington is not usually included among thel C
War-era defenses of Washington, D. C., but fome it was
the only defense of the National Capital. In 18@8 its
predecessor, Fort Warburton, was erected herespoteon
the Maryland shore of the Potomac just above Mount
Vernon, a location recommended by the First Presidehe
small fort went untested during the War of 1818¢si
British troops were landed on the Maryland Cheslapea
shore instead and marched overland to capturee and
famously burn the White House and other publicdings.
That incursion made it obvious that better protettvas
needed, so an enlarged Fort Washington soon replace
Warburton.
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The installation here serves as a time capsulepirgtng the
development of both artillery and the defense srexjat.
The fort was continually occupied until 1872 whewas
thought it and its guns had been made obsolete by
developments during the Civil War. However, it veamin
remodeled by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers as a
platform for the turn-of-the Twentieth Century Ecwlit
System of artillery.

The Endicott System, the mountings of which casden
above and below, fall outside the period | wisledosider,
but can be described briefly. It consisted of hiogeech-
loading cannon on retractable mountings that altbthem
to be completely withdrawn during the loading pisxcan
order to provide maximum protection for the crethe
monster guns were then elevated back into thémgfir
positions. The photo below shows at least thremggof
use: the original brick pointed battery for fladjectory
firing at enemy ships on the Potomac; flankaegter-pintle
mounts for Civil War-era rifled cannon; and the cate
Endicott battery superimposed over the whole.

Drawbridge over the dry moat leads to the mainagmte to
Fort Washington, begun in 1814 in the wake of thiddh
invasion. Designed by Pierre Charles L'Enfant, giesi of
the layout of the Federal City, it was taken frois h
oversight in 1815 and entrusted to Lt. Col. Walker
Armistead, brother of the defender of Fort McHeaty
Baltimore, and father of future Confederate Genkealis
Addison Armistead. It was not until Oct. 2, 182attthe
fort was declared completed though it was as yatraed
with ordnance.

Rear view of the entrance shows the parade grondaae
of the twin barracks.

Thesally port seen above and below looking out towards
the lower Endicott battery, was a way for the gamito
leave the main fort to visit the outlying workstlike fort was
under fire.

Continued on page 6A
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The path below is calleithe covered wagnd provided some
protection from converging artillery and small-arfing; of
course this was never tested here at Fort Washingtdhe
above photo the 1840's extension of the walls ¢ainlp be
seen; this was in response to the continual impnaves in
naval artillery which was considered to be the'$ariost
likely opponent.

Display of cannon outside the second barracks detraies
the development of Nineteenth-Centsigge and garrison
artillery from the smoothbore forty-two pounder guat left
to the rifled thirty-pounder Parrotts at right. fat left is a
poor field howitzer on a damaged and rotting cagiminus
its wheels. Gunis the technical term for a cannon firing at
target using a flat trajectory like hitting a baakthowitzers
andmortarsfire at an elevation similar to the action of
lobbing a basketball.)

Q

Continued on page 7A

This twenty-four pounder gun is mounted opaabette
carriage of the type prevalent at the beginning of the ICivi
War; guns such as these made up the top-tier arnmtarhe
Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor. The wooden agerisas
designed to elevate the smoothbore gun above dieqgbing
walls; note the dolly wheels which allow it to baibed on a
moving target like a ship in the river. Elevatioasndone by
means of thevedgeandelevating screwisible beneath the
breach of the gun. This fort was designed to haddsas of
guns so mounted: the iron pinspntlesthat the carriages
were to pivot on would've been in the center oheac
platform where the white blocks are visible.

When | saw this brightly-polished six-pounder guna a
twelve-pounder mountain howitzer | naturally thoutitey
were reproductions used for NPS firing demonstratidout
on closer inspection they seem to be highly scrdbbe
originals made during the Mexican War by the NARes
Manufacturing Company of Chicopee, Mass. Smallbeaili
field guns like these were also a part of the arerarof
permanent fortifications like Fort Washington irsean
enemy penetrated the defenses and close-quartératom
became necessary.
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Guns on carriages like this were positioned withim
casemates within the walls of the fort and coulditeal at
long-range against ships in case the guns on the parapet
were damaged or knocked out or as this Flank Hewitz
used for close defense against attacking infantry.

Outside the brick fort other buildings remain from
occupation by the Army: above, the post commanslant’
house now serves as the museum and visitor cdeteny, a
less fortunate late-Nineteenth-Century officer'artgrs
awaits an uncertain fate. Although administerecydaly the
National Park Service, Fort Washington shows urakible
signs of neglect and decay, especially in the fofm
creeping vegetation in the masonry fort itself vishien't
evident in these photos, but is very much so isqer

Below, Fort Washington displays its best face ® th
Potomac side from the lower Endicott battery.

Next month will be Fort Foote:

And Fort Ward:




