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Commander’s Report 
By Doug Garnett 

 
Spring or winter Mother Nature seems to fluxgate between 
the two seasons.  We find ourselves having to be prepared for 
the arctic cold and the welcomed warmth of spring like 
weather.   
 
As welcomed as the warm weather we welcomed to our fold 
a new camp member with the swearing in of E. J. Sacshe 
during our February meeting.  We also received the 
application from Jay Bryant.   
 
On January 25th between weather and other callings only 
three of our camp were able to meet up for the highway clean 
up.  The road side was not very dirty and we were able to get 
it taken care of. 
 
There are several events close to use coming up soon please 
see the upcoming events and try to attend one of them.  For 
those who have not been to Camp Ford in Tyler, or seen or 
handled the clothing, equipment and weapons of the WTBS; 
the living history event on March 22nd will be a good time to 
visit the POW camp.  Our brothers in The Capt. James P. 
Douglas Camp along with the OCR host a good one day 
event.   
 
Also remember May 3rd is fast approaching, and with that 
first weekend of May is the annual Bonham Heritage Day.  
This is a time for our camp to shine to our fellow citizens of 
Fannin County.   
 
Please forward the flag any chance you can stir someone’s 
interest in their ancestors, in our shared heritage do so.  It is 
up to us to keep alive their memories.  As long as a person is 
remembered they are still alive and will be with us always. 

 

Lee’s Dispatch is the official newsletter for the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans Captain Bob Lee Camp 2198 and is intended for the sole 
purpose of keeping the camp members and friends of the camp 
informed to the activities and news of Camp 2198.  Statements in 
this newsletter are those of the author and may not reflect the 
opinions of the Captain Bob Lee Camp, editor or the National Sons 
of Confederate Veterans. Within articles or quotes written by 
outside authors mistakes in spelling, grammar or sentence structure 
are strictly those of the author and may be left as is.   
.   

 
 
 

 

 

 

     

 
Mar 1 Lee-Bourland Camp & Red River Rose Chapter 
Sweetheart Soiree, Civic Center Gainesville, TX  
 Mar 22 Camp Ford Living History Event Tyler, TX  
Camp Ford Historical Park  
Mar 29 Sophia Porter Grave Dedication N of Pottsboro, TX   
Apl 12 Medal of Honor Parade Gainesville, TX  
Apl 19 Fairview Cemetery CV Graves Dedication 2 P.M. 
Gainesville, TX  
Apl 26 Cowboy Day Frontier Village Denison, TX  
May 3-4 Battle of Port Jefferson; Jefferson, TX  
May 3 Bonham Frontier Days Bonham, TX  
Jun 6-8 TX Div. SCV State Reunion Houston, TX  
Jul 16-19 SCV National Reunion North Charleston, SC 
 

 
January 25th Highway clean up 
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The Farthest "Battle" 
Picacho Pass, Arizona 

By James Neel 
 

 
 

I just returned from a mid-winter trip to a far more pleasant - 
at this time of year anyway - clime, the Sonora Desert of 
south-central Arizona. Mid-way between the region's two 
metropolises, Phoenix and Tucson, and right alongside 
modern I-10 is Picacho Peak State Park, a modern camping 
and hiking site that also serves to memorialize Arizona's 
only Civil War "battle", fought April 15 or 16 (the date is in 
question), 1862, a sidebar to Sibley's invasion of New 
Mexico territory of which Arizona was then a part. My 
information on the action comes from a 1996 Arizona State 
Parks publication Engagement at Picacho Pass by Craig 
Ringer. 
 
After entering the New Mexico Territory and successfully 
winning the Battle of Valverde, Company A of a unit called 
the Arizona Rangers was sent west to occupy Tucson, led by 
a former Tennessean, Capt. Sherod Hunter. Raising the Stars 
and Bars over the old Spanish presidio there, Hunter sent a 
detachment of nine men and Fourth Sergeant Henry Holmes 
to the old stage station at Picacho Pass as an outpost. A 
force of California Federals, both infantry and cavalry, had 
meanwhile entered Arizona at Yuma marching east to 
reinforce the beleaguered far-flung garrisons of the New 
Mexico Territory. Over two hundred cavalry were sent as an 
advance party under Capt. William Calloway who soon 
learned of the Confederate presence at Picacho. Calloway 
further divided his command, sending one column of 13 
men under Lt. James Barrett to the east around the Picacho 
Mountains and another of 10 men under Lt. Ephraim 
Baldwin west around outlying Picacho Peak with the 
intention they join south of the stage station, thereby 
isolating Holmes' detachment in the pass from the main 
body in far away Tucson. 
 

 

 
Most informative is this photo with diagram that shows where the action 

occurred. 
 
Capt. Calloway held his main body well back, not wanting 
to alert the Confederate outpost of his presence. He hoped to 
capture them to get needed information about the size of the 
force in Tucson, so wanted them to stay put while the jaws 
of the trap shut; unfortunately, things soon went wrong. For 
some reason, instead of making the junction with Baldwin, 
Barrett charged into the Confederates as soon as he arrived 
near them. Holmes had been about to surrender when 
Barrett either fired his pistol or it went off accidently; no 
one knew what caused this because in the resulting 
exchange of shots Barrett was the first to die! Holmes' men 
scattered, but not before shooting five more Federals, one 
who was killed and another mortally wounded. Holmes and 
two of his men were captured but the other seven made their 
escape to warn Hunter in Tucson. Thus ended the "battle" of 
Picacho, total engaged on both sides 24 with 9 casualties, a 
ratio of more than a third! 
 

 
Confederate memorials placed by local SCV camps. 

 

Continued on page 3A 
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Continued from page 2B 
 
The affair is seen by its historian Ringer as a Confederate 
victory because the unexpected resistance caused Calloway 
to halt his advance on Tucson when Holmes convinced him 
that "large numbers" of Confederates were in Tucson and 
the town was "heavily fortified." The Federals withdrew to 
the Gila River and Hunter sent another outpost to Picacho; 
eventually he withdrew altogether once he learned of the 
defeat of Sibley's expedition at Glorietta Pass and the 
Confederate "threat" to the Southwest largely evaporated. 
On or about May 14 he abandoned Tucson which was soon 
occupied by Federal troops for the remainder of the war. 
 

 
 

The Visitor Center at right with the battle site and Picacho 
Mountains in the distance. Picacho Pass is a large flat area 
between the Mountains to the northeast and the Peak to the 
southwest. Modern I-10 passes near the inaccessible site of 
the stage station and skirmish paralleling the old stage route. 
The State Park is entirely on Picacho Peak and its 
approaches, but a Memorial Loop takes the visitor to a low 
overlook with several monuments and interpretive signs as 
pictured below. 
 

 
Another Confederate memorials placed by local SCV camps. 

 

 

 
Replica mountain howitzer is strictly "for effect", since neither side had any 

artillery here. 
 

 
Stone carin to the three Federal dead: Lt. James Barrett and Pvt's George 

Johnson and William Leonard. 
 

 
The oldest monument here is dedicated to the Mormon Battalion of the 
Mexican War led by Stephen Watts Kearney which passed through and 

camped here on their trek in 1847. 
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Tennessean; Texan; Californian; Arizonian 
Cattle thief; Confederate 

 

 
Newman Haynes “Old Man” Clanton 

 
Born in Tennessee about 1816, Newman married around the 
age of 24.  A planter and slave holder in Tennessee Newman 
soon moved his new family to Missouri.  This move began a 
trek westward for Newman and his family for the next 
twenty plus years.  Newman tried his hand at mining gold in 
California before returning and moving his family in 1853 to 
the Dallas, Texas area where he began cattle ranching. The 
last of his seven children were born in Dallas.   
 
When the WTBS began Newman and his eldest son joined 
the Confederate Home Guard.  Newman was soon released 
due to his age.  Both Newman and his oldest son are 
reported as having been found guilty of desertion from the 
Confederacy.  After the war in 1866 Newman again took his 
family to California.  His wife of sixteen years died leaving 
Newman alone.  He moved in 1871 to Port Hueneme 
California.   
 
In 1873 Newman moved his family once again but this time 
east into the Arizona Territory.  He attempted to start a town 
near Camp Thomas.  The attempt to start a town failed and 
Newman resumed his cattle ranching.  Most of his children 
followed him to Arizona.  During these many moves across 
the western U.S. Newman and his sons had continued 
scrapes with the law.   
 
1877 Newman sold his ranch near Camp Thomas, however 
his son Billy would return to visit the ranch.  It was on one 
of these visits Billy met the McLaury brothers.   
  
Newman purchased land on the San Pedro River and 
established the Clanton Ranch.  Here he built a large adobe 
house.  His son Phin began work as a freight driver.   

The same year Newman established the Clanton Ranch on 
the San Pedro River silver was discovered some 15 miles 
away on Goose Flats. The family was well situated to supply 
beef for the miners. 
 
The Clanton Ranch soon became the most profitable ranch 
in the territory supplying beef to Bisbee and other nearby 
towns.  The Clanton Ranch never registered a brand, as 
required by law.  It is believed they were part of the 
“Cowboys”, a group known to raid south of the border into 
Mexico, steal cattle and return them to the U.S.   
 
Over the next few years into the early 1880s, there were 
several raids over into Mexico.  After one vicious raid 
Mexicans followed the raiders back but were ambushed and 
killed at Skeleton Canyon.  A second ambush at Skeleton 
Canyon occurred when Mexican smugglers were attempting 
to bring in sliver all nineteen of them were killed. 
 
Newman moved yet again east into New Mexico and 
established a new ranch.  He left two of his sons John and 
Phin to run Clanton Ranch in Arizona.  This new ranch in 
the Animas Valley of New Mexico, only a mile from the 
U.S.-Mexican border served as a base for more raids into 
Mexico. 
 
On August 13th 1881 while moving cattle through 
Guadalupe Canyon, New Mexico; Newman was killed along 
with 4 others.  Newman was cooking breakfast when he was 
shot and he fell into the fire.  The cattle had been stolen from 
Mexico and a group of Mexicans sent to return the cattle 
formed the ambush.    
 
In 1882 Newman’s sons had the body exhumed and reburied 
back in Tombstone Arizona 

�
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Review of the Lee – Peacock Feud 
Part Two Blood Flows 

 
Hugh Hudson shot Dr. Pierce on February 24th, 1867, after 
calling him to the doctor’s door.  Hugh rode out of Pilot 
Grove and became a hunted man. 
 
Dr. W. C. Holmes moved from the Houston area to the 
disputed area known as the Four Corners and took over Dr. 
Pierce’s practice.  He was later called upon to identify 
Hudson who, he was told, had been caught and killed on the 
Jefferson road around Saltillo.  Dr. Holmes had never met 
Hudson; however the dead man fit the description given of 
Hudson and on this evidence identified the corpse as that of 
Hugh Hudson.   
 
Early spring 1868 Elijah Clark, a Peacock man, asked Hester 
Ann Dixon to go to a dance with him.  The Dixons were 
supporters of Bob Lee.  Elijah, out of curtisoy of the time, 
had taken his gun from his belt and placed it on a table 
inside the Dixon house.  Hester Ann refused Elijah’s request 
to go to the dance.  Elijah ran from the house in anger, and 
left his gun.   
 
On leaving the house Elijah ran into Billy Dixon, Hester’s 
16 year old brother.  He grabbed Billy’s gun and fired a shot 
at him.  Billy ducked into the house and seeing a gun took 
up Elijah’s gun and went back out.  Billy shot Elijah, who 
had mounted his horse, dead.  
 
About one month later Billy and cousin, Charlie were on the 
road to Jefferson with a wagon load of cotton.  A group of 
the Union League rode up on the boys.  Charlie, who had not 
taken any part of the feud, was left alone, however Billy was 
taken, tied to one of the wheels of the wagon and beaten.  
Once released Billy was shot in the back and left dead 
alongside the road.      
 
During this period, the Lee men were not taking the time off.  
Two of the Peacock men rode into Lee Station and forced 
the Lee women to feed them.   As they left shot gun blasts 
left them dead. 
 
In May at the Nance farm in what is now Trenton a group 
from each faction came head to head.  In the fight that 
erupted three of the Peacock followers Dow Nance, John 
Baldock and Dan Sanders, were killed, Peacock himself 
wounded.  None of Lee’s men were hurt. 
 
The Union placed government placed a $1000 dollar reward 
on Bob Lee.  This reward offer was spreading across the 
country and outsiders began to show up.  Three Kansas “Red 
Legs” made plans to either kill or capture Lee.  Best laid 
plans,   the three “Red Legs” failed.  Close the Bob’s home, 
where Dorinda Pierce and Melinda Lee were talking, hurt 
shots close by.  Fearing their men were hurt they went to the 
scene and found the three strangers.  The two ladies later 
buried the three off to the side of the road. 
 

 END PART TWO  

150s After Middle Boggy 
 

February 13th 1864, early in the morning a force of 350 
Union soldiers caught an outpost of approximately ninety 
Confederates in camp on the banks of the Middle Boggy 
River.  47 of the Confederates were killed and the rest driven 
from the field.  This is just an over view but really 
happened? 
 
In advance of the pending Red River Campaign which was 
set to kick off in the spring a drive into the Indian Territory 
and on into Texas became the goal of Col. William A. 
Phillips and his force of 1500 men.  
 

 
Col. William A. Phillips 

 
Col. Phillips was moving south on the Dragon Trail.  This 
trail was less used so Phillips felt he would find better forage 
for his 14th Kansas Cavalry.   
 
February 9, Phillips deployed a detachment to destroy a 
Confederate outpost at Middle Boggy. Under Maj. Charles 
Willets, the Union force totaled 350 cavalrymen, including a 
section of Capt. Solomon Kaufman's artillery. Early on the 
morning of the 13 Maj. Willets attacked.   
 
Confederate forces totaled ninety, poorly armed, men from 
Company A, First Regiment Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Mounted Rifles, under Capt. Adam Nail and included a 
detachment from the Twentieth Texas Cavalry. 
 
Vastly outnumbered, the Confederates put up a determined 
fight for about 30 minutes.  In those 30 minutes Capt. Nail 
lost almost half of his men.  The remaining men retreated to 
Middle Boggy Depot where Col. John Jumper's First 
Regiment Seminole Mounted Volunteers, were camped. 
Maj. Willets pulled back to where Col. Phillips main camp 
was leaving the dead confederates on the field.  
 
Capt. Nail and his men joined with Col. Jumper’s men who 
were already marching to reinforce Capt. Nail.  Together the 
force returned to the battlefield.  They found the enemy gone 
and the bodies of the 47 Confederates.   
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The First National over the graves at Middle Boggy 

 

 
Color Guard and Honor squad behind a horse drawn hearse. 

 

 
The Honor Squad 

 
We cannot allow time or attempts to re-write history to do 
what the enemy could not do 150 years ago. These men  
buried here and in other cemeteries across this land have 
earned the right to be honored and remembered.  We are 
proud to have had the privilege to honor these men. 

Continued from page 5B 
 
Col. Phillips’s force moved on south toward Ft. Washita 
when word arrived of Confederate forces moving up toward 
him.  Phillips turned and returned to Fort Gibson. 
 
Today different stories abound of the wounded having their 
throats cut and all the men scalped.  It is said Col. Phillips 
had ordered his men to not take prisoners.  The location 
where the battle was fought has been lost.  Most believed it 
was from half to a full mile to the south east of where the 
Middle Boggy Museum is today. 
 

 
The Confederate graves at Middle Boggy 

 
February 14th members of the Captain Bob Lee SCV Camp 
along with members of the Col Reeves camp provided the 
color guard and honor squad for the 150th memorial services 
held at the Confederate museum and cemetery.   
 

 
Members line up to march into cemetery 

 
Dignitaries placed wreaths on the known graves of 
Confederates buried here after the detail escorted the colors, 
a regulation, hand sewn First National to the flag pole and 
raised. 


