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Commander’s Report 
By Doug Garnett 

 
November starts the fourth year since our charter.  With the 
beginning of this new year brings new findings by Ronnie 
Atnip about our name sake Captain Bob Lee.  We will ask 
Ronnie to give a new presentation on his findings.  He is still 
looking and I am confident he will give us a wonderful 
addition to our current knowledge on Captain Lee. 
 
The program for the next camp meeting will be over the rank 
insignia used by the armies during the war. 
 
We are in to the holiday season; first we have Thanksgiving 
November 27, then Christmas and of course New Years.  It is 
during this time of joyful celebration we must be careful 
during travel, mindful of those who have sacrificed so we 
could enjoy these holidays.    
 
The weather this week is unseasonable cold.  The weather 
makes me wonder what was it like for those men who were 
marching through Tennessee attempting to cut off the union 
forces under Schofield from reaching Nashville.  It was so 
long ago we have no definite answer to what these men felt, 
thought, knew or understood of the world.   
 
Today many people want to put their own spin on the issues 
these men fought for.  Too many want to fantasize the lives 
of these men as they lived, fought, suffered and died for a 
cause which to each man had to hold for themselves.  So 
many today want to say it was for slavery, most know but 
may deny believing it was for a far greater ideal and that 
ideal was for independence, freedom and loyalty to one’s 
own country, home and family.  It was this loyalty which 
drove each man to protect their lands, family and property 
from the destruction wrought by an invading foreign army.  
We must make the truth known and always forward the flag. 
 
 

Lee’s Dispatch is the official newsletter for the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans Captain Bob Lee Camp 2198 and is intended for the sole 
purpose of keeping the camp members and friends of the camp 
informed to the activities and news of Camp 2198.  Statements in 
this newsletter are those of the author and may not reflect the 
opinions of the Captain Bob Lee Camp, editor or of the National 
Sons of Confederate Veterans. Within articles or quotes written by 
outside authors mistakes in spelling, grammar or sentence structure 
are strictly those of the author and may be left as is.   
.   

 
 
 

 

 

 

     

 
 
Nov 30 Christmas Parade, Valley View, TX  
Dec 6 Christmas Parade, Weatherford, TX  muster at 9AM 
           step off at10AM  
Dec 6 Christmas Party, 4th Brigade, North Texas History  
           Center, 300 E. Virginia St. McKinney, TX Marines  
           will be there “Toys 4 Tots” 

 
 
 

 

150 Years ago  

     
 
November 16, Sherman launches his “March to the Sea” 
November 24 -29, Battle of Columbia 
November 29, Battle of Spring Hill 
November 30, Battle of Franklin 
 

This month we look at each of these battles 
 

 
John Bell Hood Lt. Gen. Confederate Army 

1831 to 1879   
Lt. Gen Hood to many is a great hero of the south to many 
others he was considered a butcher who wasted his soldiers 
needlessly.   
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Battle of Columbia 
 
After being defeated in the Atlanta campaign Lt. Gen John 
Bell Hood moved his Army of Tennessee, north into 
Alabama with a goal of cutting the supply lines of Maj. Gen. 
William T. Sherman.  By cutting Sherman’s supply lines 
Hood was hoping to draw him into a battle where Hood 
could defeat him.   
 
Instead of following Hood, Sherman instead, dispatched 
Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas commanding the combined 
force of the IV Corps from the Army of the Cumberland, 
commanded by Maj. Gen. David S. Stanley, and the XXIII 
Corps from the Army of the Ohio, commanded by Maj. Gen. 
John Schofield to deal with Hood and defend Tennessee.  
 
During the first couple of weeks of November Hood moved 
his men across the Tennessee River.  Hood’s cavalry, under 
Nathan Bedford Forrest, was busy raiding Thomas’s supply 
train.  The 2nd Michigan cavalry raided and damaged the 
bridge Hood was using to cross the river.  After repairs the 
last of Hood’s units crossed the river into Tennessee by 
November 20th.  
 
Hood knowing he could not prevent Sherman from his 
“march” from Atlanta to the sea chose instead to destroy 
Thomas before he could concentrate his forces.  This would 
allow Hood to then retake Nashville and even move toward 
Kentucky.  These actions would hopefully distract Sherman 
and draw him from his march of destruction. 
 
Hood’s first action was to prevent Schofield from reaching 
Columbia and the Duck River.  Through a series of 
skirmishes Forrest attempted to prevent Schofield from 
reaching Columbia.  Thomas sent a division under Brig. 
Gen. Edward Hatch and a brigade under Col. Horace Capron 
to reinforce Schofield.  A 5000 man division of Brig. Gen. 
Jacob D. Cox reached Columbia just a few hours before 
Forrest was able to.  Forrest’s constant pressure reduced 
Capron’s brigade from 1200 to only 800 men.  Schofield set 
about digging trenches around Columbia.   
 
On the morning of November 24, Forrest's cavalry drove 
Capron's men through Cox's line south of Columbia and 
began probing attacks in an attempt to break through. The 
line straddled the Mount Pleasant Pike just north of Bigby 
Creek and then continued eastward across the Pulaski Pike 
into the town, curving northward toward the river. 
 

 
Looking north on the Columbia Pike 

Hood began a series of probing attacks and skirmishes 
which the Union forces thought were attempts to break 
through.  Hood was merely demonstrating while the bulk of 
the Army of Tennessee was working to cross the Duck 
River.   Once across the river Hood would be able to 
surround and cut Schofield off from Thomas who was 
assembling his force in Nashville.  Thomas had sent word to 
Schofield to hold the north bank of the Duck River until 
more reinforcements arrived from Nashville.   
 
Schofield planned to move his train over the river by day 
using a railroad bridge and a recently finished pontoon 
bridge.  He was going to move his infantry over the Duck 
River at night.  Heavy rains made the approaches to the 
bridge impassable.  That same night the bulk of the Army of 
Tennessee reached the southern Union earth works around 
Columbia.   
 
On November 28 Forrest was able to draw most of the 
Union cavalry away to the north east while Hood had Lt. 
Gen Stephen D. Lee keep his corps in Columbia and make 
Schofield believe a major attack was coming.  Meanwhile 
Hood took his other two corps under command of Maj. Gen. 
Benjamin F. Cheatham and Lt. Gen. Alexander P. Stewart 
and crossed the Duck River by pontoon bridge located at 
Davis’ Ford. 
 

    
 Lt. Gen Stephen D. Lee    Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield 

 
Official records show no causalities during the battle which 
was one of maneuvering.  Hood was able to out maneuver 
Schofield and place the bulk of his three corps between 
Schofield and his commander Thomas in Nashville.   
 
Spring Hill  
 
Schofield realized the danger of being surrounded and sent 
IV corps under Maj. Gen. David S. Stanley on to Spring 
Hill.  Believing the Confederates were only demonstrating 
and would not attack Schofield road out toward Spring Hill 
about 3:30 pm leaving orders for the remaining forces to 
pull out after dark and join him on the march to Spring Hill.   
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page 3A  
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Continued from page 2B 
 
 Hood having arrived at Oaklawn and established his 
headquarters issuing orders to Maj. Gen. William B. Bate to 
move towards the Columbia Pike and then sweep north 
toward Spring Hill.  Cheatham had ordered his division 
under Bate to move against Spring Hill in concert with 
Cleburne, forming up on the Irishman's left.  Neither Hood 
nor Bate bothered to inform Cheatham of the change in 
orders.   
 
The move of 3000 yards in battle formation took the men 
under Bate almost two and half hours to reach the Pike about 
5:30 pm.  The lead elements of Bate’s men, his 
sharpshooters began firing on a column of union men 
approaching from their left.  Before the division under Bate 
could engage the division of Union an officer from 
Cheatham’s staff arrived and insisted Bate hold to 
Cheatham’s original orders.  Bate complied and joined with 
Cleburne in the attack on Spring Hill.  The division of Union 
was that of Maj. Gen. Thomas H. Ruger's division of the 
XXIII Corps, the vanguard of Schofield’s men.  When the 
contact report of the Union column moving north reached 
Cheatham, he dismissed it as not important. 
 
Lt. Gen Lee began his attack on Columbia about the same 
time as Schofield departed.  Despite Lee’s attack the 
remaining Union men were able to get across the river by 10 
pm.   
 
The attack by Cleburne was a staggered formation which 
allowed only two of the four brigades to engage Union 
forces.  Lowery assisted by Govan was able to flank the 
Union brigade under Brig. Gen. Luther P. Bradley which 
broke and ran.  Lowery’s and Govan’s brigades gave hard 
pursuit until artillery drove them back.  Additional attacks 
did not proceed from lack of support and from darkness.  
Cheatham irritated that his attacks were not what he wanted 
them to be left to confer with Hood.   
 
Hood was very angry that his orders had not been carried 
out.  He had wanted Cleburne and Bate to cut the Columbia 
Pike and prevent any of the Union forces from reaching 
Spring Hill.  Hood was very tired, he had been up since 3:30 
am and it was now well after dark.  He had indulged in a 
large dinner at Oaklawn which belonged to Absalom 
Thompson.  Hood went to bed about 9 pm knowing that his 
Army of Tennessee would make up the next day for the 
minor reverses of the evening. 
 
The Battle of Spring Hill was almost nothing in the 
statistical count of deaths.  It was the miscommunication 
which allowed about 7000 union men to walk through the 
12000 Confederate men.   These errors of judgment and 
communication set the stage for the Battle of Franklin. 
 
 
 
 
 

After the missed change to illuminate close to 7000 Union 
troops Hood was understandable upset with his subordinate 
officers.   
 

The Battle of Franklin As it is today 
By James Neel 

 
Fort Granger 

 
Interior of Fort Granger today 

 
Like nearby Nashville and Murfreesboro, Franklin, Tenn., 
was protected from possible Confederate cavalry raids and 
direct assaults by a large Union earthwork fort. Built in the 
spring of 1863 on the north side of the Harpeth River just 
east of the town and named for Gen. Gordon Granger, 
commander of the Reserve Corps of the Army of the 
Cumberland, guns from the fort commanded both the bridge 
on the Nashville - Franklin Pike as well as the railroad 
bridge. 
 

 
 

Prior to the Nov. 30, 1864, Battle of Franklin, Fort Granger 
saw limited use and action. During the battle, however, 20-
pounder Parrott rifled cannon firing with impunity from here 
brought the Confederate right flank division of Gen. William 
W. Loring under fire as it crossed the McGavock property, 
Carnton, inflicting considerable casualties. Maj. Gen. John 
M. Schofield also located his headquarters here until 
nightfall allowed the Union retreat to continue uninterrupted. 
 

Continued on page 4A 
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Continued from page 3B 
 

 
 

Another candidate as a Forgotten Fort, Granger was 
abandoned and overgrown following the war, its position 
largely as inaccessible for development as it had been to any 
other assailant! Today the works are in an excellent state of 
preservation, as shown by the line of the corner bastion 
above and part of the moat below. 
 

 
 

In places cluttered with fairly large trees, and occasionally 
inaccessible due to wet weather, the fort remains a well-
preserved vestige of the war remarkably near downtown 
Franklin and is near enough to Carnton to warrant a visit for 
anyone going there. 
 
Carnton  
 
Following the disastrous Battle of Franklin, Tenn., Nov. 30, 
1864, the small community of 750 was left with some 9,500 
casualties, including some 2,000 dead. Residences and other 
buildings in and around the town and battlefield had been 
turned into vast charnel-houses as field hospitals whose 
inmates often occupied for months during their recovery.  
 
 

 

 
 
One such was Carnton, the home of John and Carrie 
McGavock, which sat on the extreme eastern side of the 
battlefield fairly near a bend in the Harpeth River, across 
which Federal artillery from Ft. Granger had shelled the 
Confederate advance. 
 
Carrie McGavock had recognized Rev. Thomas Markham 
among the advancing troops, inviting him to use her home as 
a hospital for Gen. William Loring's Division. According to 
Confederate Col. W. D. Gale, in a letter to his wife, 
 
The wounded in hundreds were brought to [Carnton] during 
the battle and all the night after. Every room was filled, 
every bed had two poor bleeding fellows, every spare space, 
nick and corner, under the stairs, in the Hall, everywhere, 
but one room for her and family - and when the noble old 
house could hold no more, the yard was appropriated until 
the wounded and dead filled that. 
 

 
 

In the early hours of the next morning, the bodies of 
Confederate Generals John Adams, Hiram Granbury, 
Patrick Cleburne, and Otho Strahl were laid out on the back 
porch as the men of the Army of Tennessee filed past and 
paid their last respects. The floors of the home are still 
stained with the blood of the men treated there. 
 

Continued on page 5A 
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Continued from page 4B 
 

 
 

Evident in the two upstairs west-facing bedrooms are places 
before the windows where makeshift operating tables once 
stood, the opposite corners of the rooms darkened with the 
blood from piles of amputated limbs stacked there. Bloody 
footprints attest to surgeons spending long hours shuffling in 
dripped blood as they amputated countless limbs throughout 
that night and the following day. Though the house has been 
otherwise beautifully restored, the floors have been left as 
mute witnesses to what happened here; unfortunately, 
photography is not allowed within the house itself. 
 

 
 
The Confederate Cemetery, created in 1866, is the final 
resting place of 1,481 men killed during the Battle of 
Franklin. When the cemetery was established, all graves 
were marked with wooden head and foot boards. As these 
began to deteriorate, money was raised and the stone 
markers seen today were erected in 1890. 
 
Fortunately for posterity, although these low markers bear 
only numbers, they correspond to a journal displayed inside 
the house that documents the names of those who lie beneath 
them. (Readers will certainly recognize Carnton and its 
cemetery as the setting of the recent best-selling novel 
Widow Of the South.) 
 
 
 

 

 
 

In the final photo, notice Carnton House in the extreme right 
background; and an EARTH-MOVER on the extreme left! 
Happily, what was once the Franklin Country Club is well 
on its way to reclamation as Franklin Battlefield Park, with 
the former clubhouse as the new visitor center. Though 
currently making access to the house and its cemetery 
difficult, necessitating a round-about detour, the forecast is 
for this transformation to be complete by this fall and well 
before the 150th anniversary of the battle in 2014. 

 

 
 

 
The Battle of Franklin 150 years ago 

 

 
From here Winstead Hill it is said that Hood planned the 
attack on Franklin. 
 
Continued on page 6A 
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The Carter House today 

 

 
The Carter Gin  

 
Hood and the Army of Tennessee arrived at Winstead Hill 
about 1 pm.  Sunset this day was about 4:30 pm and in the 
waning light Hood ordered a frontal assault.  His 
commanders were dismayed with these orders.   
 
Frank Cheatham told Hood, "I do not like the looks of this 
fight; the enemy has an excellent position and is well 
fortified." But Hood countered that he would rather fight a 
Federal force that had only a few hours to build defenses, 
instead of Nashville where "they have been strengthening 
themselves for three years." Patrick Cleburne observed the 
enemy fortifications as being formidable, but he told the 
commanding general that he would either take the enemy's 
works or fall in the attempt. He later remarked to Brig. Gen. 
Daniel C. Govan, "Well, Govan, if we are to die, let us die 
like men." 
 
 
 
Continued on page 7A 

Continued from page 5B 
 

 
Brig. Gen Jacob Cox 

 
Schofield’s men had been marching since leaving Columbia 
pausing for short rests along the way.  The advanced guard, 
the 3rd Division arrived in Franklin about 4:30 am on 
November 30th.  Though exhausted from the forced march 
temporarily commanded by Brig. Gen Jacob Cox, began 
building defenses around previously constructed defenses 
from a previous engagement.   
 
His path to Nashville was over a damaged bridge and a rail 
road bridge.  Schofield had to abandon his pontoons when 
he crossed the Duck River.  He therefore instructed his 
engineers to repair the road bridge over the Harpeth and to 
also lay planking over the railroad bridge so that wagons 
may pass.   
 
Forming a semicircle around the southern approaches to 
Franklin the defense circle was completed by the Harpeth 
River.  In a bend of the river was an earth work fortification 
Fort Granger, armed with rifled Parrot cannon.  His 
defensive positions were ready by noon.  Schofield had 
chosen to stand his ground in Franklin with his back to the 
river.  A gap was left open where the Columbia Pike came in 
from the south.  This was to allow passage of wagons still 
coming through. 
 
The actual earthworks on the southern portion of the line 
were formidable. Attacking infantry would be confronted by 
a ditch about four feet wide and two–three feet deep, then a 
wall of earth and wooden fence rails four feet above the 
normal ground level, and finally a trench three–four feet 
deep in which the defenders stood, aiming their weapons 
through narrow "head gaps" formed by logs. In the southeast 
portion of the line, Bois D’ Arc shrubs formed almost 
impenetrable abatis.  Just behind the center of the line, stood 
the Carter House; which was appropriated as Cox's 
headquarters.  Just east of the pike was the Carter cotton gin 
building, around which a minor salient occurred in the 
Union earthworks. 
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As ammunition ran out, men threw dirt and rocks at each 
other.   
 
Brown's division suffered significant losses, including 
Brown, who was wounded, and all four of his brigade 
commanders were casualties. Brown's brigade under Brig. 
Gen. George W. Gordon had angled to the right during the 
advance, joining Cleburne's division to the east of the pike. 
Their attack near the cotton gin was driven back from the 
breastworks and was then subjected to devastating cross fire 
from Reilly's brigade to their front and the brigade of Col. 
John S. Casement, on Reilly's right. Cleburne was killed in 
the attack and 14 of his brigade and regimental commanders 
were casualties. 
 
On the right flank (Union’s left) the men found their path 
getting more and more narrower.  Artillery fire from the 
20lb rifled Parrot cannons from Fort Granger and the 
constant compression of the men slowed their advance also 
destroyed unit cohesion.  The Bois D’ Arc abatis in this area 
were particular difficult to get through.  One brigade that 
pushed through all the obstacles ran into a cross fire that laid 
waste to the men.  After the battle the highest ranking officer 
left was a captain.   
 
To the Confederate left, Bate was unable to make headway 
as was the men under Chalmers who were fighting 
dismounted.   
 
Maj. Gen. Edward "Allegheny" Johnson, the only unit of Lt. 
Gen Stephen D. Lee to arrive, was ordered in to assist 
Cheatham's effort.  The men moved forward but found 
themselves at a great disadvantage, by the dark and by the 
unknown terrain.  Johnson was informed of the trapped 
Confederates against the outside of the earthworks so his 
men would not fire at the fortifications.  Eventually his men 
reached the parapets just west of the Carter House and were 
quickly repulsed.    
 
With the failure of Johnson’s men Hood called off the 
assault for the night with intentions to continue the attack in 
the morning.   About 11 pm Schofield began his withdrawal 
back across the Harpeth River.  By noon on December 1st 
Schofield’s men were moving into the fortifications of 
Nashville.   
 
Units of the devastated Army of Tennessee attempted to 
pursue Schofield.  The cost to Hood’s units The 
Confederates suffered 6,252 casualties, including 1,750 
killed and 3,800 wounded. But more importantly, the 
military leadership in the West was decimated, including the 
loss of perhaps the best division commander of either side, 
Patrick Cleburne. Fourteen Confederate generals (six killed 
or mortally wounded, seven wounded, and one captured) and 
55 regimental commanders were casualties. 
 
    

Continued from page 6B 
 
Hood’s entire Army of Tennessee was not present for the 
assault he planned.  Lt. Gen Stephen D. Lee and most of the 
army’s artillery was still on the road from Columbia.  With 
19 to 20,000 men, only two batteries of artillery his men 
moved forward with only about thirty minutes of daylight 
left.  The assault had almost 2 miles of open terrain to cover 
before reaching the fixed fortifications.   
 
The Union Division under Brig Gen George D. Wagner was 
the last to arrive from Spring Hill.  Wagner ordered his 
brigades under Cols. Emerson Opdycke, John Q. Lane, and 
Joseph Conrad to take up positions half way between 
Winstead Hill and the Union fortifications and dig in as they 
could.  Col. Opdycke saw the foolishness of these orders and 
marched his men on inside the fortifications to a point close 
to the Carter House.   
 
At 4:00 pm the assault began.  The two brigades, 3000 men, 
left in the open by Wagner we quickly over run.  Even with 
the support of an artillery battery, using canister, were 
unable to prevent the men being over whelmed.   The Union 
men not killed or captured fled into the fortifications.  Mixed 
heavily with the fleeing Union soldiers were Confederate 
soldiers yelling “go into the works with them”.  Those Union 
soldiers on the firing steps inside the fortifications held their 
fire for fear of hitting their own men.   
 
The Union's momentary inability to defend the opening in 
the works caused a weak spot in its line at the Columbia 
Pike from the Carter House to the cotton gin.  Confederate 
divisions of Cleburne, Brown, and French converged on this 
front.  In a matter of minutes, the Confederates had 
penetrated 50 yards deep into the center of the Federal line.  
The breech was widened from the Carter House to the Carter 
gin located to the east across the pike.   
 
Col. Opdycke, who had refused to follow Gen Wagner’s 
orders, now came quickly to the rescue.  His men were some 
200 yards behind the battle line when he realized there had 
been a break through.  He put his brigade into a battle line 
across the pike and ordered them forward to the earth works.  
His men were confronted with fleeing Union men followed 
closely by pursuing Confederates.   
 
Maj. Gen. David S. Stanley arrived as Opdycke had begun 
to close the breech.  His horse was shot from under him and 
as he fell another bullet grazed the back of his neck and put 
him temporarily out of action.   
 
The fighting was now in very close quarters, in and around 
the Carter house was cruel hand to hand combat.  Unable to 
either advance or flee each side fired through openings in or 
over the top of the parapets at close range in an attempt to 
dislodge the other.  The men hugged close to the dirt on both 
sides of the parapets, the shape of which prevented the 
soldiers firing over to aim down enough to hit those on the 
other side. 
 


